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Early in December, Barrillon told Louis that there was a general im-
pression in English Court circles that James was anxious to demonstrate
that he was not a docile tool in the hands of the French King, but that
he would henceforth stand on his own feet and conduct an independent
policy.'

Most people think (writes the ambassador) that if there is a
cooling off it is on the part of the King of England, who is not so
amenable nor so tractable as the late King his brother, and who is
believed to be more fanatical (entgti) about what is called the interest
of England and the honour of the natio.n;

and he adds that James had no doubt allowed himself to be flattered,
and that, since he has obtained from Parliament all the money he needed,
"he has used such language and conducted himself in such a manner as
to encourage those who wish to sever his relations with Your Majesty".
For the most part James was discreet and avoided any action or
declaration which could give offence to Louis. On one occasion, how-
ever (as Barrillon reports), when the Dutch ambassador Van Citters
showed him a pamphlet, "A Remonstrance made to the King of England
by his Council", in whch he was accused, among other things, of sub-
servience to France, he was moved to anger and said all that was in his
mind:

Today I possess the Crown in full right and I am determined
not to dishonour it. I was born an Englishman and I want all the
world to know it. ... Never, no never, shall I do anything to
put myself below the Kings of France and Spain. Vassal! Vassal
of France! Sir, if Parliament had wished, if it still wishes, I would
have carried, I will still carry, the monarchy to a degree of con-
sideration which it never enjoyed under my predecessors. And your
State may find in the English monarchy its own security.1

These brave words were, however, at no time justified by James's
behaviour when he found himself at variance with Louis; in such
circumstances he showed himself half-hearted and timorous, and Louis

1 A modern French historian has said that Europe had been accustomed for
twenty-five years to see England following the lead of France, but that James
was far more national and independent than Charles; and he adds that probably
if he had succeeded in making England Catholic he would have joined Jhe
European movement to curb Louis's ambitions. But even in 1678, when James
was advocating war with France, he appears to have been unaware of the true
object of that war, to limit Louis's conquests in the Spanish Netherlands;
apart from the religious question, he had no sympathy with the territorial
aims of the League of Augsburg, and we have no choice but to accept Ranke s
dictum, "No prince has ever had less thought for the balance of power m
Europe than James II".